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The article considers the issue of distance learning.  The practice of training students at universities 
of Ukraine shows that the use of traditional forms and methods of training does not provide sufficient 
knowledge level of the foreign language for graduates.  Therefore, it is necessary to seek and use new 
approaches to learning a foreign language.  The transition to distance learning in higher education, due 
to the pandemic, was an unexpected and serious challenge for both teachers and students.  That is why 
the problem of introducing distance learning in higher education is so important and relevant, especially 
in the process of learning foreign languages.  It is dictated by the new social demands to higher education.  
Attention is drawn to the fact that distance learning has long been of interest to scientists.  In the 21st 
century, with the advent of computers and the Internet, the spread of distance learning is gaining enormous 
proportions.  A brief analysis of recent research and publications on this issue has been made.  Definitions 
of the concept of “distance learning” are given.  Attention is drawn to the fact that there are two concepts 
of “distance learning” and “complete education”.  The term “distance education” is much broader than 
the term “distance learning”, although they are often used as synonyms.  It is noted that there are two 
types of distance learning: traditional and e-learning (learning through the Internet and multimedia).  The 
spread of e-learning has led to a new direction – blended learning.  It is emphasized that the future lies 
in blended learning, which will increase or decrease offline and online components depending on the 
capabilities and needs of students.  The disadvantages and advantages of distance learning are considered.  
It is emphasized that distance learning can be used when learning foreign languages at any level.  Attention 
is drawn to the fact that the effectiveness of distance learning in foreign languages depends on the quality 
of methodological support of each online lesson.  It is emphasized that the development of electronic 
textbooks is one of the leading areas of economic education, which introduced distance learning.  There 
are various types of work that can be used for distance learning of foreign languages.  Examples of various 
interactive games that are used in the process of teaching foreign languages are given.  It is noted that 
the prospects for further research lie in the more active introduction of e-learning in the learning process, 
especially in the study of foreign languages.
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