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This study considers TED talks as an effective authentic resource for mastering English. TED talks are
informative presentations delivered by experts in their fields. They provide a great opportunity for lan-
guage teachers to incorporate authentic listening and speaking tasks in their teaching methods. A well-de-
signed lesson plan that utilizes TED talks as a teaching tool can benefit ESP students in various ways. The
methodology of incorporating TED talks in the teaching process should involve a series of steps that aim to
maximize effective learning outcomes. These steps include selecting the theme of the talk, searching the
TED talk, delivering the speech, designing pre-listening, and post-listening activities. The article presents
examples of exercises that can be done at each step with reference to specific TED talks. The video con-
tent that the teacher chooses for the lesson should correspond to the professional interests of students.
In such a way this video will be able to increase the motivation to study not only a foreign language but
also specialized disciplines. The work with TED talks, however, differs from ordinary academic lectures and
presentations. Thus, it requires special training of both the teacher and students. Firstly, the students’ lev-
el of English is an important factor defining the choice of a lecture. The teacher considers the level of lis-
tening skills, knowledge of the topic, and terminology. Secondly, it is important to take into account the
duration of the presentation. If the students are not familiar with the topic, they can have some difficul-
ties with comprehension. Therefore, they will need to listen to the lecture twice. So, the preferable length
of the video should be about 5-6 minutes. Incorporating TED talks as a teaching tool in English for Specific
Purposes can be a highly effective way of promoting active learning in the classroom. TED talks are a source
of authentic and relevant topics for students to engage in while providing a more enjoyable and efficient
way of learning. By following the steps mentioned in this paper, lecturers can deliver enriching, pedagog-
ical sessions that will provide students with a foundation to become successful professionals in their re-
spective fields.

Keywords: TED talks, methodology, ESP, online resource, active learning, online teaching, listening
skills, speaking skills, vocabulary development.

BinbxoBueHKo H.M. BukopuctaHHa gonosigeii TED y BUKNagaHHI aHrnilicbKoi MOBU AN cnelianb-
HUX LiNield HA YHIBePCUTETCbKOMY PiBHi

Y pocnipgkeHHi gonosigi TED po3rnagatotbca AK eGeKTUBHUIM aBTEHTUYHUI pecypc 418 ONaHyBaHHA
aHrnivicbkoi mosu. Jonosiai TED — ue iHdopmaTMBHI Npe3eHTaL,i, AKi NPOBOAATL €KCMepTH Y CBOIX ranysnx
3HaHb. BOHW AatoTb Yy[0BY MOX/MBICTb ANA BUKNA[A4iB MOB BK/OYATU aBTEHTUYHI 3aBAAHHA Ha ayaito-
BaHHA Ta MOBJ/IEHHSA Y CBOI MeTOAM HaBYaHHA. [Jobpe po3pobieHnii NaaH 3aHATTA, AKUA BUKOPUCTOBYIOTb
nonosigi TED AK HaBYaNbHUI iIHCTPYMEHT, MOXKe 6yTU ePEKTUBHO i Pi3HONNAHOBO BUKOPUCTAHWUI CTyeH-
TaMW, AKi BUBYAIOTb IHO3EeMHY MOBY A1 CreLianbHUX Lineit. MeToaunKa BKAOUeHHA aonosigen TED y Ha-
BYaNbHWIA NpoLiec Mae nepeabayaTi HU3Ky eTanis, CIPAMOBAHUX Ha MaKCcKMMi3aLito epeKTUBHOCTI pesy/ib-
TaTiB HaB4YaHHsA. Lli eTanu oxonntotoTb BUBip Temu aonosigi, nowyk gonosiai TED, cnyxaHHs fonosigi, pos-
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PO6KY MOBHOI AifiNIbHOCTI CTYAEHTIB Nepes, i Nicas Npoc/iyxoByBaHHA A0NOBIAi. Y cTaTTi HaBeAEHO NPUKAa-
OV BNpaB, AKi MOXXHa BUKOHYBATW HA KOXKHOMY eTani 3 NOCUAAHHAM Ha KOHKpeTHi gonosiai TED. BineoKoH-
TEHT, AKMI 0bMpae BUKNaAay ANA 3aHATTA, Ma€ BiANOBiAaTM NpodecinHNMm iHTepecam CTyAEeHTiB. Y Takui
cnocib uei ponrK 3morKe NiaBULLMTL MOTUBALLIKO 40 BUBUYEHHS He nLLe iHO3eMHOT MOBU, a 1 NpodinbHUX
ANCUMNNIH.

BogHouac pobota 3 gonosigamu TED BigpisHAETbCA Bif 3BUYAMHMX aKaZeMIYHUX NEKLiN | npe3eHTa-
uin. Tomy 3anpoBagxeHHs aonosigei TED noTpebye cneujianbHOT NiArOTOBKK AK BUKNaAa4va, TaK i CTyAeH-
TiB. Mo-nepue, piBeHb BOMIOAIHHA CTYAEHTAMM aHTNINCbKOIO MOBOIO € BaXK/IMBUM GAKTOPOM, LLLO BU3HAYAE
BMbip neKuii. BUKnagay mae BpaxoByBaTW PiBEHb HAaBUYOK ayAiloBaHHA, 3HAHHA TeMu, TepmiHonorii. Mo-
Opyre, BaXK/IMBO 3BaXKaTW Ha TPMBANICTb Npe3eHTaui. AKLLO CTYAEHTU HE 3HANOMI 3 TEMOID, Y HUX MOXKYTb
BMHUKHYTU AeAKi TPYAHOLLi 3 po3yMiHHAM. Tomy im noTpibHO byae npocayxatu nekuito Asivi. OTKe, 6axa-
Ha TPUBaNicTb Bifeo Mae cTaHOBUTU 61M3bKO 5-6 xBUAWH. BKatoueHHA ponosigei TED ak 3acoby HaBYaH-
HA aHrNiCbKOI MOBM ANA creuiasbHUX Linei moxe bytn ayxe edeKTUBHUM Cnocobom CNpUAHHSA aKTUB-
HOMY HaB4YaHHIO Mig vac 3aHATb. [lonosiai TED € gxkepenom aBTEHTUYHUX | aKTYyaZIbHUX TEM 1A CTYAEHTIB,
AKi NPOMOHYIOTb IM NMPUEMHILLMI Ta ePEKTUBHILLIMIN CNOCi6 HaBYaHHA. [LOTPMMYIOUYMCH €TaniB, HAaBEAEHUX Y
CTaTTi, BUKNaZa4i MOXyTb NPOBOAMTU NearoriyHo 36arayeHi 3aHATTA, AKi 3abe3sneyaTtb CTyAeHTamM OCHOBY
ONA fOoCATHEHHSA npodeciiMHOoro ycnixy B CBOIl ranysi.

Knrouosi cnosa: donosidi TED, memoduka, cmydeHmu, AKi 8us4arome iHo3eMHy Mosy 014 creyiass-
Hux yineli, oHAaliH-pecypc, AKMUBHe HaBYAHHS, OHAAUH-8UKAAOAHHSA, HABUYKU ayOit08AHHS, PO3MOBHI Ha-
BUYKU, pO38UMOK C/I08HUKOB020 3ArdACy.

the processes of globalization and integration. One of the tasks includes preparation

of a competent specialist able to utilize English in their professional activity. Unfortu-
nately, technical universities provide a small number of hours to master a foreign language. So,
the institutions have to search for the most effective methods and resources for teaching for-
eign languages. Apart from traditional resources, universities benefit from e-learning, using vir-
tual environment, educational apps and platforms. This allows for organizing the learning pro-
cess in interactive forms. They help to enrich the learning content, make it more flexible regard-
ing the needs and capabilities of learners. This study considers TED talks as an effective authentic
resource for mastering English. TED talks are popular, short, and informative speeches delivered
by experts in their fields. They provide a great opportunity for language teachers to incorporate
authentic listening and speaking tasks in their teaching methods. “TED is owned by a nonprofit,
nonpartisan foundation. Their aim is to help create a future worth pursuing for all” [Our mission,
2023]. That is why, their lectures are freely available on a conference website.

Analysis of the latest research and publications. Both Ukrainian and foreign research-
ers study the impact of internet resources on the educational process (N. Mukan, H. Shayner,
H. Kolesnyk). Recent pandemic challenges and military actions in Ukraine have made Ukrainian
teachers develop various distance learning tools to be able to continue the educational process
[N. Vilkhovchenko, 2022, p. 116-123].

A work by N. Stetsenko, K. Baisha raises the issue of using TED talks during the lessons of for-
eign languages at universities. The authors develop their methodology and present ideas how to ap-
ply TED talks in teaching future managers [H.M. CteueHko, K.M. Baiiwa, 2020, p. 191-196]. L. Shel-
don focuses on multimodal texts and teaching English for academic purposes. The researcher dis-
covers the use of TED talks to enhance students’ presentation skills [L.E. Sheldon, 2012, p. 261-271].

L.J. Zhang, L. Wei and J. Ke. consider watching TED talks as a means of autonomous learning
[LJ. Zhang, L. Wei, J. Ke, 2018]. C. Sanchez-Mufioz, A. Martin-Molina and A. Guerrero-Roldan focus
on TED talks as a tool of developing learners’ listening skills [C. Sdnchez-Mufioz, A. Martin-Molina,
A. Guerrero-Roldan, 2018, p. 179-195]. According to H. Huang, TED talks can be used to promote mo-
tivation among students when they learn EFL (English as a foreign language) [H. Huang, 2015].

Research by O. Barybin, S. Harmaeva, I. Hrechikhina proves the advantage of virtual sourc-
es for ESP learners at non-linguistic universities. H. Shayner, N. Vilkhovchenko describe the pe-
culiarities of ESP in terms of media literacy, emphasizing the importance of various online means
for distance education [I'.I. WaiiHep, H.M. BinbxoByeHKo, 2019, p. 31-34].

The review analysis of the latest publications proves the efficiency of TED.com resource as
it provides ample opportunities for successful English language mastering.

Statement of the problem. Modern university programs implement the tasks set by
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The purpose of the article is to outline a methodology for using TED talks in teaching Eng-
lish for specific purposes (ESP) at the university level.

Presentation of the main research material. The ESP approach to teaching English focus-
es on language that is relevant to specific occupations and professional settings. Therefore, the
implementation of TED talks in teaching English for specific purposes can be a highly effective
teaching tool. Teachers can use TED talks in various ways, such as authentic listening and speak-
ing activities, as well as provide opportunities for students to improve their comprehension skills,
vocabulary acquisition, note-taking, and speaking skills.

Video content corresponds to the professional interests of students. This increases the moti-
vation to study not only a foreign language but also specialized disciplines. Such work, however, dif-
fers from ordinary academic presentation, thus requiring special training of both the teacher and stu-
dents. Firstly, the level of English defines choice of a lecture. This includes the level of listening skills,
knowledge of the topic, and terminology. Secondly, it is important to consider the duration of the
presentation. If the students are not familiar with the topic and have some difficulties with compre-
hension, they will need to listen to the lecture twice. So, the preferable length of the video should
be about 5-6 minutes. The duration of the presentation can be increased for advanced students. In
addition, TED talks resources can be used for reading scripts of the speech and further work with it.

A well-designed lesson plan that utilizes TED talks as a teaching tool can benefit ESP students
in many ways. The methodology of incorporating TED talks in the teaching process should involve a
series of steps that aim to maximize effective learning outcomes. These steps include selecting the
theme, TED talk, delivering the speech, designing pre-listening, and post-listening activities.

Step 1: Theme and TED Talk Selection for optimal learning outcomes. English language
teachers must select TED talks that align with the students’ learning objectives and specific field
of study. If the students are technical professionals, they can select an engineering-related TED
talk. For example, architecture and building students might be interested in designing climate-
resilient buildings (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-to-design-climate-resilient-buildings-alyssa-
amor-gibbons) or building the Hoover Dam (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/blood-concrete-and-dy-
namite-building-the-hoover-dam-alex-gendler).

History of mapmaking could be interesting for geodesy students (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/
the-biggest-mistakes-in-mapmaking-history-kayla-wolf). Biotechnology students could watch the
TED talk “What happens if an engineered virus escapes the lab?” (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-
happens-if-an-engineered-virus-escapes-the-lab). Chemistry students would watch the video “The ge-
nius of Marie Curie” (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/the-genius-of-marie-curie-shohini-ghose#review).

To ensure that the chosen TED talks are suitable and engaging, teachers can provide stu-
dents with choices and allow them to vote or express their preferences.

Step 2: Pre-listening Activities

To support the students’ understanding of the TED talk, teachers design pre-listening
activities to help them focus on the main ideas, concepts, and vocabulary. These activities could
include brainstorming both around the topic and the related vocabulary. Other exercises include
discussing any related issues and predicting the content of the speech.

Before watching the talk by Alyssa Gibbons devoted to the design of climate-resilient
buildings (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/how-to-design-climate-resilient-buildings-alyssa-amor-
gibbons), students could work with difficult vocabulary from the talk. For example, they can be
offered to match the two parts to make phrases and then explain the meaning (see Fig.1):

1. duct a. warning

2. looming b. reverence
3. deep c. realities

4. wind-dispersing d. tape

5. advance e. design

6. futile f. crisis

7. burgeoning g. capabilities
8. endemic h. attempt

Fig. 1. An example of work with vocabulary
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Using these word combinations, the students can also try to predict the topic of the TED
Talk they are going to watch.

Another idea for a pre-watching activity is revision of the names of various building materials
that can be utilized in construction. For this purpose, the teacher shows pictures and designes
the exercises with the help of Jamboard application (see Fig.2), for example:

Building Materials

s B oaa@s v

Fig. 2. lllustration of building materials with Jamboard app

The teacher can also demonstrate a picture of a house and ask students to brainstorm the
ideas regarding materials used for its construction (see Fig. 3). For example,

Materials used to construct this house

Fig. 3. Materials used for the construction

Such exercises will help students prepare for watching the TED Talk. They also provide sup-
port for students to avoid problems with difficult vocabulary, preventing misunderstanding the
Talk. Pre-listening activities should be quick and concise, but they should also offer a compre-
hensive understanding of the TED talk’s content and purpose.

Step 3: Delivering the TED Talk

11
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Once teachers have selected the appropriate TED talk, they should deliver it in a systematic and
organized way, providing sufficient support for students to comprehend and follow the talk. Additionally,
teachers must explain complex concepts through the use of visual aids, images, and examples.

Depending on their level of English, the teacher could present the speech a few times to
ensure that the students have understood the content and the message. This step develops
listening comprehension skills. Teachers can play TED-talks in the class and ask students to listen
carefully, take notes, and then summarize what they have heard.

Here is an example of an activity based on the video “What happens if an engineered virus
escapes the lab?” (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/what-happens-if-an-engineered-virus-escapes-
the-lab). Students are supposed to complete the gaps with the words and phrases they hear (see
Fig. 4):

inhalation biosecurity, facility, powder, logbook, ventilation system, manipulating,
bioweapons

In the spring of 1979, a lab worker in Sverdlovsk, USSR removed a clogged air filter in the

and didn’t replace it.

His note to the supervisor was never transferred to the official , so when the
next shift rolled in, workers simply started production as usual.

Now, in most labs, this would have been a minor mistake. But this lab was a biological
weapon , producing huge quantities of anthrax—which, if inhaled, can kill up to 90%
of those it infects.

This deadly anthrax floated out into the sky for hours, causing the largest
documented outbreak of anthrax on record and resulting in at least 64 deaths.

What happened in Sverdlovsk was a tragedy, and the Soviet program was a
violation of international law.

But these days, it’s not just state-sponsored bioweapons programs that keep
experts up at night. Nor is anthrax their largest concern.

They’re worried about an even more dangerous kind of lab leak. Since the 1970s, re-
searchers have been the DNA of microbes to give them abilities they didn’t have
before.

Fig. 4. Completing the gaps with the missing words and phrases

Fig. 4 demonstrates an exercise that suggests working with the first part of the video. While
playing the second part of the video, the teacher can ask students to explain the meaning of the
terms “gain of function” work and “enhanced potential pandemic pathogens” which are used in
the Talk.

Step 4: Watching the TED Talk

To engage and promote students’ active listening skills, teachers can create activities that
allow them to watch the TED talk multiple times. Students will take notes and discuss the various
aspects of the speech, paying particular attention to vocabulary, pronunciation, speaking style,
and tone.

This can include a variety of other activities, such as questions that were selected in
advance, conversation and summarization exercises, and group class presentation. For example,
while watching the Talk about building the Hoover Dam (https://ed.ted.com/lessons/blood-
concrete-and-dynamite-building-the-hoover-dam-alex-gendler), students can be asked to answer
the questions:

. What river was the dam built across?

. What were the causes of worker fatalities?

. How was the concrete-cooling process accelerated?

. What year was the dam completed?

. Name the reasons for building the dam.

. Explain the concept arch-gravity.

. Name the negative impacts of the dam’s construction.

NOUbh,WNE
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While watching “The genius of Marie Curie” presented by Shohini Ghose, students will
answer multiple choice questions (Fig.5):

1. Where did Marie Curie grow up?

a) Paris b) Warsaw c) London d) Sorbonne

2. What did she study in Sorbonne?

a) chemistry and mathematics b) biology and physics

c) physics and mathematics d) mathematics and languages
3. The strength of radiation depended on...

a) the element’s quantity b) the element’s quality

c) the element’s physical changes

d) the element’s number in the periodic table

4. Radium was named for the Latin word...

a) ray b) sun c) rainbow d) arrow

5. Marie Curie received Nobel Prize...

a) in chemistry b) in physics and chemistry c) in physics d) in medicine
6. During the WWI she opened ...

a) mobile radiology units b) mobile hospitals

c) mobile radiology laboratories

d) mobile orphanage houses

Fig. 5. Multiple choice questions

Step 5: Post-listening Activities

After watching the TED talk, students will engage in post-listening activities that encourage
them to analyze and synthesize the information they have acquired from the presentations.
Post-listening activities comprise the opportunity for students to interact with their peers in
critical thinking exercises, such as classroom debates, prepare persuasion speeches, identify
unique features of the talk, writing summaries, designing posters, etc. So, TED-talks are perfect
for developing critical thinking skills. The teacher can ask students to analyze the arguments
presented in the TED-talk, evaluate the evidence, and draw conclusions. This exercise will also
improve their ability to recognize logical fallacies in arguments.

After watching the talk “What happens if an engineered virus escapes the lab?”, students can
be asked to work in pairs and discuss the following issues: What can we do to minimize risk of virus
lab leak? Is the knowledge gained in study of potentially dangerous pathogens worth this risk?

Having watched the presentation “The genius of Marie Curie”, students can discuss the
challenges Marie Curie faced in her career. They could be divided into two groups. The first group
will prepare arguments regarding positive impacts of Dr. Curie’s discoveries. The second group
will comment on harmful impacts of Dr. Curie’s discoveries. As the homework, chemical students
can prepare a report about the elements Radium and Polonium. It can be either an interesting
fact or general information about the elements.

The fifth step develops skills of discourse analysis. TED-talks provide rich and complex
material that teachers can use to teach the students about the organization of speech, discourse
markers, persuasive language, etc. For example, students can listen to a TED-talk and analyze the
usage of modal verbs, connectors, and the tone of the speaker.

In addition, TED-talks can be used to improve writing skills, inspiring creative writing. After
watching a TED-talk, the teacher can ask students to write an argumentative essay, or a personal
response expressing their thoughts and feelings about the topic of the TED-talk.

There are numerous benefits of using TED talks to teach English for specific purposes. For
instance, studies indicate that TED talks can offer an authentic and engaging learning atmosphere
that can stimulate the learners’ interest in the topic. Additionally, TED talks can improve listening
skills, vocabulary, and pronunciation skills. The methodology of using TED talks as a teaching
tool can provide students with experiential learning activities that can benefit their future
professional endeavors.
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Conclusions. In conclusion, incorporating TED talks as a teaching tool in English for Specific
Purposes can be a highly effective way of promoting active learning in the classroom. TED talks
offer authentic and relevant topics for students to engage in while providing a more enjoyable and
engaging way of learning. The methodology has clear benefits such as improving comprehension
skills, vocabulary acquisition, note-taking, and speaking skills. By following the above-mentioned
steps, lecturers can deliver enriching, pedagogical sessions that will provide students with a
foundation to become successful professionals in their respective fields.

Prospects for further research include developing methods of improving students™ public
speaking skills using TED talks.
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This study considers TED talks as an effective authentic resource for mastering English. The purpose of
the article is to outline a methodology for using TED talks in teaching English for specific purposes (ESP) at
the university level. To achieve this goal, we set the following objectives: to introduce and describe the steps
of utilizing TED talks, as well as provide examples to each step. We applied a number of methods which
helped to fulfil the task of the paper. They include establishing the cognitive and educational value of ESP
and its place in the system of university education; defining the tasks and its content of the discipline; de-
veloping methodical means and organizational forms of training according to these tasks and content. TED
talks are informative presentations delivered by experts in their fields. They provide a great opportunity for
language teachers to incorporate authentic listening and speaking tasks in their teaching methods. A well-
designed lesson plan that utilizes TED talks as a teaching tool can benefit ESP students in various ways. The
methodology of incorporating TED talks in the teaching process should involve a series of steps that aim to
maximize effective learning outcomes. These steps include selecting the theme of the talk, searching the
TED talk, delivering the speech, designing pre-listening and post-listening activities. The article presents ex-
amples of exercises that can be done at each step with reference to specific TED talks from the site https://
ed.ted.com. The first step ensures that the chosen TED talks are suitable and engaging. Teachers can pro-
vide students with choices and allow them to vote. The aim of the second step is to support students’ un-
derstanding of the TED talk. The third step develops listening comprehension skills. The fourth step engages
and promotes students’ active listening skills. The fifth step helps to develop skills of discourse analysis. The
video content that the teacher chooses for the lesson should correspond to the professional interests of stu-
dents. In such a way this video will be able to increase the motivation to study not only a foreign language
but also specialized disciplines. The work with TED talks, however, differs from ordinary academic lectures
and presentations. Thus, it requires special training of both the teacher and students. Firstly, students" level
of English is an important factor defining the choice of a lecture. The teacher considers the level of listening
skills, knowledge of the topic, and terminology. Secondly, it is important to take into account the duration
of the presentation. If students are not familiar with the topic, they can have some difficulties with compre-
hension. Therefore, they will need to listen to the lecture twice. So, the preferable length of the video should
be about 5-6 minutes. Incorporating TED talks as a teaching tool in English for Specific Purposes can be a
highly effective way of promoting active learning in the classroom. TED talks are a source of authentic and
relevant topics for students to engage in while providing a more enjoyable and efficient way of learning.
The methodology of using videos from the resource has clear benefits. They include improving comprehen-
sion skills, vocabulary acquisition, note-taking, and speaking skills. By following the steps mentioned in this
paper, lecturers can deliver enriching, pedagogical sessions that will provide students with a foundation to
become successful professionals in their respective fields.
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