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DIDACTIC POTENTIAL OF TELEGRAM CHANNELS FOR ENGLISH
LANGUAGE LEARNING IN NON-LINGUISTIC PROGRAMS

Modern technologies can make the language learning process effective and affordable. However, the
problem of selecting the relevant didactic materials is still urgent. Telegram channels can become one of
the efficient ways to learn foreign languages. They create the platform where users can exchange informa-
tion, share materials and learn in a convenient and relaxed way.

The purpose of the article is to determine the potential of Telegram channels for creating addition-
al educational materials in English for applicants of non-philological specialties. To do this, the study com-
pares the content of Telegram channels created by non-native English speakers (Ukrainians) who have stud-
ied English as a foreign language and therefore are aware of the difficulties that students may face. We
have considered the positive and negative aspects of such materials, based on practical activities, and give
advice for those who want to learn English or improve their knowledge with the help of Telegram channels.

The study was conducted based on a comprehensive approach employing the following methods: a con-
tent analysis of scholarly literature to determine the current state of research on the use of Telegram channels
in foreign language learning in both domestic and international contexts; a comparative analysis to identify
trends and best practices in the application of Internet channels for educational purposes; a content analysis
to assess the educational potential of Telegram channels; and the generalisation and systematisation of ap-
proaches to utilising Telegram channel content in the learning process, particularly for overcoming language
barriers, facilitating authentic communication, and enhancing the effective acquisition of a foreign language.

The study investigates the didactic potential of 4 Telegram channels: FRIENDS Space, “English Lan-
guage”, “Henry, kissfig” “Engluencer | English”.

The comparative and descriptive analysis of these Telegram channels and ways to apply them when
teaching English to students of non-philological specialties from levels A2 to C1 highlighted several posi-
tive points. It must be emphasized that whatever form of study a student chooses — full-time, part-time, dis-
tance, or individual, attention to a foreign language should be regular. Only immersion into even artificial,
language environment makes it possible to learn the material. Also, for learning using Telegram channels
to be truly effective, it is necessary to adhere to certain principles and use different methods.

Among the positive aspects inherent in thematic Telegram channels, practitioners highlight a num-
ber of factors. Among them are: accessibility, relevance of content, variety of formats, interactivity, com-
munity and communicating with other channel subscribers, target audience (everyone can find a resource
for their level of language proficiency).
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Gradual immersion in the language environment is extremely important for those who study a foreign
language outside of countries where English is the main language of communication. Regular consump-
tion of content in a foreign language helps to get used to the sound of the language and start thinking in it.

Learning a foreign language using Telegram channels is a convenient and effective way to improve
one’s knowledge. However, to achieve the best results, the participants need to engage systematically, use
a variety of materials, and actively interact with other channel subscribers.

Keywords: Telegram channel, teaching foreign language, the English language, competence, didactic
material, didactic potential, grammatical material, lexical material.

BanHoBa H.M., becnanosa H.B., Bono6oesa A.O. IngakTMyHUIM noTeHuian Telegram-KkaHanis y Bu-
BYEHHI aHINiIMCbKOI MOBM Ha HEMOBHUX NPOrpamax

Cy4acHi mexHonoeii 00380a910Mb 3p0bUMU NPOYEC BUBYEHHSA MOBU egheKmUBHUM i docmynHUM. O0-
HAOK GKMYyaabHO 3aauWaemeca npobaema niobopy 8ionogioHux dudaKkmu4yHuUx mamepianie. Tenezpam-
KaHaau Moxymes cmamu 00HUM i3 e¢hekmusHUX criocobie sug4yeHHs iHO3eMHUX Mo8. BoHu cmeoproroms
naamgopmy, de Kopucmysayi Moxyme obMiHKO8aMUCA iHpopMauieto, dinumuca mamepianamu ma Ha-
syamucsa y 3py4Hili ma HegaumyuweHili popmi.

Memoro cmammi € susHa4yeHHs nomeHuiany Telegram-kaHasie 0514 cmeopeHHA 000aMKO8UX HABYA 1b-
HUX Mamepiarie 3 aHenilicekoi Mosu 05 abimypieHmis HeginonoziyHux cneyiansHocmed. [ ybo2o 8 0oci-
OxeHHi MopisHIEMbCA KOHMeHM KaHasie Telegram, cmeopeHux He HOCIAMU aHenilicoKol Mo8u, YKpaiHUyAMU,
AKI 8UBYANU aHenilicbKy MOBY AIK IHO3eMHY | moMy 3HaOMb PO MPYOHOW, 3 AKUMU MOXCYMb 3iMKHYMUCHA YYHi.

Byno po3anaHymo no3umusHi (i HeaamusHi CMopoHU MAKux mamepianis, 8Uxo0a4u 3 NPAKMUYHOT
disinbHOCMI, i po3pobsieHo MemoOUYHi peKoMeHOauii 08 mux, Xmo xo4e 8U4aMU aHaAilicbKy abo 800CKO-
Hanoeamu ceoi 3HaHHA 3a donomoeoto Telegram-kaHanis.

JlocnidxeHHa 30ilicH08a/10CA HO OCHOBI KOMI/IEKCHO20 Mi0X00y 3 8UKOPUCMAHHAM MAKUX Memo-
dig: 3micmosuli aHani3 HayKosoi nimepamypu 014 8U3HAYEHHSA Cy4dCHO20 CMAHy npobaeMu 8UKOPUCMAaH-
HA Telegram-KaHanie y HABYAHHI IHO3EMHUX MO8 Y 8iMYU3HAHOMY MA Mi¥HAPOOHOMY KOHMEKCMAX; Mo-
pigHANbHUU aHani3 017 suAsneHHA meHOeHyil i nepedosux NPAKMUK 3aCMOCY8AHHA IHMepHem-KaHanie
8 0C8IMHIX UinAx; KOHMeHM-aHani3 0719 OYiHKU 0c8iMmHb0o20 nomeHuyiany Telegram-kaHanie; y3a2asabHeH-
HA U cucmemamusayis nioxodie 0o suKopucmaHHA KOHMeHmy Telegram-kaHanie y Hag4yasn6HOMYy npoye-
Ci, 30Kpema 0719 No00AAHHA MO8HO20 bap’epy, opeaHizauyii aemeHMUYHO20 CrinKy8aHHA MA egheKmUBHo-
20 30C80EHHA IHO3eMHOI Mo8U.

Y cmammi po3zansdaemoeca dudakmuyHuli nomeHyian 4 Telegram-kaHanis: FRIENDS Space, “AHaniti-
cbka mosa”, “TeHpi, Kissinwcup”, “Engluencer / AHenilicoka”. MopigHAMAbHO-onucosuli aHAnI3 yux pecypcis i
cnocobie ix 3acmMocy8aHHA Mid Yac HA8YAHHA aHenilicbKoi Mosu 015 cmydeHmig Heqinono2iYHUX crieyiase-
Hocmeli 8i0 pigHie A2 do C1 00380/1U8 8UCBIMAUMU KifbKA MO3UMUBHUX MomeHmis. Ceped Hux: docmyn-
Hicmeb, akKmMyasnbHICMb KOHMeHMY, Pi3HOMAHIMHICMb hopMmamis, iIHmepakmueHicme, cninbHomMa ma cnin-
KYBQHHA 3 iHWUMU nepednaamHuKamu KaHany, yinbosa ayoumopis (KoxeH moxce 3Halimu pecypc nio ceili
pigeHb 80/100iHHA M0BOID). 3’ACO8AHO, WO NOCMYynose 3aHYPeHHsA 8 MOBHe cepedosuuie 8Kpali 8aMIUBO
0418 MuUX, XmMo 8UBYAE iHO3eMHY MO8Y 30 MEXAMU KpaiH, 0e aHailicbKa € 0CHOBHOK MOBOHO CrifIKYB8AHHSA.
PezynapHe crioHu8aHHA KOHMeHMYy iHO3eMHOK MOB0H 00MOMA2AE 38UKHYMU 00 38yYAHHA MO8U Ma ro-
Yamu Oymamu iHO3eMHO MOBOI0.

MidKpecneHo, wio AKy 6 hopMy Has4aHHA He 06pas cmyoeHm — OeHHY, 3004YHY, OUCMAHYiliHY, iHOUBIdyarb-
HY, 8UBYEHHS IHO3eMHOI Mo8U Mae bymu peaynapHUM. TinbKU 3aHYPeHHA Hasimb y Wmy4YHe, MO8He cepedosule
0ae moxcausicme 3aceoimu mamepian. OKpiM moeo, w06 Has4aHHS 3a O0NoMo2oto KaHanie Telegram 6yno Jili-
CHO echeKmuBHUM, HeobXiOHO BompumMysamuCA NESHUX MPUHYUNI8 | BUKOpUCMOo8y8amu pi3Hi memoou.

3pobseHO 8UCHOBOK MPO Me, W0 BUBYEHHSA IHO3eMHOI Mo8U 30 00MNoMOo20k0 KaHanie Telegram — ye
3pyyHuUli ma egpekmusHuli cnocié nokpawjumu ceoi 3HaHHA. OOHAK 0115 docAcHeHHA HaUKpawux pesyso-
mamie y4acHUKam HeobxiOHO cucmemamu4yHoO Ha8YAMUCA, BUKOPUCMOBY8aMU Pi3HOMAHIMHI Mamepiaau
Ui akmusHo 830emM0OBiAMU 3 IHWUMU epednaamHUKaMU KaHasny.

Knro4vosi cnoea: Telegram-kaHas, HABYAHHSA iHO3eMHOI Mo8U, aH2nilicbKa Mo8a AK iHO3eMHA, KOM-
nemeHmHicme, oudakmuyHuli mamepias, oudakmuyHuli nromeHyias, 2pamamuyHuli mamepias, nekcuy-
Huli mamepian.

roblem statement. Modern technologies can make the language learning process

effective and affordable. However, the problem of selecting the relevant didactic

materials is still urgent. Telegram channels can become one of the efficient ways to
learn foreign languages. They create the platform where users can exchange information, share
materials and learn in a convenient and relaxed way.
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In addition, today Telegram channels are the main resources used and trusted by Ukrain-
ians. The recent studies have proved that “according to InMind research, Telegram is the most
popular news channel in Ukraine. In 2023, this fact was confirmed by the repeated survey” [Dem-
chenko, Zhuk, Blynova, 2024, p. 137].

A similar opinion is expressed by the popular media resource in the country. Based on the
information provided by the research of the sociological group “Rating”, the web portal “Censor”
notes: “The Telegram messenger is the most popular source of information for 47% of respond-
ents, followed by YouTube (26%)” [Huliaieva, 2024].

The given research compares several Telegram channels for learning English. Among the
numerous resources, the authors decided to describe those that are created by non-native Eng-
lish speakers. The channel participants were educated in Ukraine and studied English as a for-
eign language. Therefore, they faced the same difficulties as the present learners willing to mas-
ter the language, and are aware of the topics that cause difficulties. We will try to analyse how
the viewers can use Telegram channels to learn English, highlighting key approaches and tips for
the most effective assimilation of the material.

Analysis of the latest research and publications. The problem of learning English with the
help of existing Telegram channels is popular both among the scientists and Internet users. The
international scientific community is currently analysing the possibilities of using Telegram chan-
nels in the educational process. The numerous studies have proved this platform to be both an
additional and main tool of learning various aspects of the English language.

For example, a number of foreign researchers [Citrawati et al., 2021] have analysed 20 sci-
entific articles related to the use of Telegram channels in the educational process and conclud-
ed that the use of Telegram encourages interaction between students and teachers. In addition,
experts report that the use of Telegram channels improves reading and speaking skills, and de-
velops listening skills.

The authors of the given study also emphasize: “The interrelated language aspects related
to the language skills improved through Telegram were vocabulary, insights and ideas, organiza-
tions of ideas, grammar, mechanics, pronunciation, fluency, and comprehension. Moreover, the
interactive nature of Telegram provides discussion and constructive feedback to help students’
English optimally. These findings imply that Telegram can be used as learning media for improv-
ing students’ English while providing a productive and assuring environment for the students to
use and improve their English” [Citrawati, et al., 2021, p. 253].

Muntaha Ali Mohammad Al Momani investigated the potential of Telegram to improve stu-
dents’ reading skills. The researcher concluded: “It points out to the key role of Telegram® appli-
cation in creating a student-centred educational environment that is compatible with the mod-
ern learning theories that concentrate on the importance of students’ motivation and activation
of students’ role to participate in an effective educational process to achieve the desired out-
comes” [Momani, 2020, p. 377].

M. Alahmad in his research devoted to the effectiveness of Telegram app in learning Eng-
lish, notes that Telegram should be considered as a platform where students can exchange ideas
with other students and with the teacher. The author claims: “As many distance language learn-
ing programs require online contact between the instructors and the students, the education-
al policy must facilitate the possibility of coordinating a communicative link to get the job done.
Also, the broadband internet connections should be made accessible. Learners and teachers in
demonstrating the importance of using social media to improve students’ English knowledge»
[Alahmad, 2020, p. 1278]. The researcher studies the usage of mobile phones in the classrooms
and outlines the pros and cons of using mobile apps for the learners.

A. Wardhono, S. Spanos analysed the possibilities of Telegram in acquiring listening and
speaking skills. The experts report that “Telegram is becoming a need for users. Telegram Assist-
ed Language Learning (TALL) as technology progresses, the importance of using Telegram along-
side in education makes it even more vital to the overall success of a student’s ability to commu-
nicate internationally.” [Wardhono, Spanos, 2018, p. 168—-169].

D.A. Wiranegara, S. Hairi confirmed that Telegram is one of the most popular social net-
works suitable for the educational purposes. One of its positive aspects is that its intermediate
server is suitable for data processing using the Telegram API. “Therefore, this social media appli-
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cation can be helpful to accommodate the teaching and learning process by both teachers and
students” [Wiranegara, Hairi, 2020, p. 113].

D. Mashhadi Heidar and M. Kaviani, working with intermediate-level students, summarized
their findings on the possibilities of the influence of Telegram on learning English vocabulary
[Mashhadi Heidar, Kaviani, 2016, pp. 65-76].

Z. Zhao et al. compare how the use of Telegram affects the interest in learning a foreign
language among EFL students. The group of researchers emphasizes that Telegram has a pow-
erful effect on communication and learning English: “We conclude that social media platforms
have a vital role in foreign/second language learning. Therefore, it is highly important to encour-
age learners to utilize technology in their self-learning as well as language teaching because nu-
merous students have much inclination to use technology only for entertainment” [Zhao et al.,
2015, p. 10].

I. Xodabande conducted a comparative research on the effectiveness of using social media
Telegram in teaching English language pronunciation to Iranian EFL learners [Xodabande, 2017,
pp. 1-14].

M.M. Maharani and N.I. Arisanti carried out the research on students’ perception of the
peculiarities of narrative writing. It turned out that students appreciate Telegram not only for
its ease of use, but also consider it to be useful and effective for mastering essay writing skills.
They also noted the possibility to exchange files of various types, and the use of voice chat by
the teacher, who presented the materials in this way (topic, instructions for writing the text,
etc.). Thus, there was no difference between the involvement of participants into the education-
al process in the offline classroom activities or online lesson format, since personal interaction
was high in both formats as well. The authors of the study believe that “this means that Tele-
gram had the potential to serve as a tool for learning narrative writing online” [Maharani, Arisan-
ti, 2023, p. 32].

It can be mentioned that the current report of the global scientific community into the use
of Telegram requires generalization of the accumulated experience, which may become the sub-
ject of a further research.

In the light of the above findings, various Telegram channels have already been analyzed
[Nawko, 2024; Ctpinbuyk, 2024].

The authors of this article have already concentrated on analysing of non-traditional types
of didactic materials [Kyrylova, Blynova, Pavlenko, 2023]. But the importance of Telegram chan-
nels in learning English for the students of non-linguistic specialties has not been the subject of
our scientific interest yet, which creates the scientific novelty of this research.

The purpose of the article is to determine the potential of Telegram channels for creating
additional educational materials in English for applicants of non-philological specialties. To do
this, the study compares the content of Telegram channels created by non-native English speak-
ers (Ukrainians) who have studied English as a foreign language and therefore are aware of the
difficulties that students may face. We plan to consider the positive and negative aspects of such
materials, based on practical activities, and give advice for those who want to learn English or im-
prove their knowledge with the help of Telegram channels.

The study was conducted based on a comprehensive approach employing the following
methods: a content analysis of scholarly literature to determine the current state of research on
the use of Telegram channels in foreign language learning in both domestic and international con-
texts; a comparative analysis to identify trends and best practices in the application of Internet
channels for educational purposes; a content analysis to assess the educational potential of Tel-
egram channels; and the generalisation and systematisation of approaches to utilising Telegram
channel content in the learning process, particularly for overcoming language barriers, facilitating
authentic communication, and enhancing the effective acquisition of a foreign language.

Presentation of the main research material. Telegram channels have become an integral
part of our lifestyle, in particular, they can be used as additional materials in the process of learn-
ing foreign languages. Such resources offer a convenient and affordable way to gain new knowl-
edge, practise the language and communicate with other channel subscribers. Several resourc-
es created by non-native speakers who understand what difficulties may arise in the process of
learning English and how to overcome them will be analysed below.
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The first analysed Telegram channel — FRIENDS Space [FRIENDS Space, 2024] at the time of
the study had 9494 subscribers. The resource belongs to the private English school “Friends” and
is designed to study English for applicants of any level of foreign language proficiency. Every day,
the channel owners publish vocabulary on various topics, grammar rules, life memes, and also offer
pronunciation training, explanations of abbreviations and listening practice through videos and in-
terviews with famous people. On the channel, you can also find short texts with the practice of new
vocabulary in the comments, and weekly thematic sections with word selections on various topics
—from food and clothing to a healthy lifestyle — that can help expand your vocabulary.

Questions of the day encourage subscribers to leave comments and offer their answers and
make the learning process more interactive. Reaction buttons and comments for feedback great-
ly facilitate the learning process.

We turned to the domestic Telegram channel analytics service TGStat for statistics regard-
ing the analysed resources. At the time of the study, the channel had 9494 subscribers. The chan-
nel was founded on April 19, 2021, and its duration of existence made almost 4 years. The cita-
tion index is 90.9 (of which there are 185 citations of the channel’s content, 396 mentions and
40 times visitors shared the content). The number of posts made 863.6 per week, and the own-
ers published certain information for public access every day. According to the research, 26% of
subscribers read posts, 11% do so in the first 24 hours after publication, and the rest read them
later, depending on the convenience of reading the information [TGStat, 2024c].

ﬂ AHrnicbka moea online anguage
| Kypcy aHrnincokoi |
lpamaTuka | Tectn |

English OcgiTta

Fig. 1. The main screen of the FRIENDS Space Telegram channel [FRIENDS Space, 2024]

At the time of the study, subscribers were offered to learn the grammar topics for Present,
Future and Past Perfect Continuous.

The next Telegram channel that can be considered is “English Language” which had 12,515
subscribers at the time of the study [English Language, 2024].

S

™ AHrnincbka Moea GB N
) - A R
E |‘$ Category

~“ B

Fig. 2. The main screen of the English Telegram channel [English Language, 2024].
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According to TGStat, the resource was created on February 23, 2018, almost 7 years
ago, which is a long period for a Telegram channel. The citation index is 35.6 (114 mentions
of the channel’s content, 207 mentions, and 6 times the posts were shared). The total num-
ber of posts is 350. The male audience is 31.6%, whereas the female audience is 68.4% [TG-
Stat, 2024a].

The channel systematically expands the vocabulary of subscribers. Daily publications in-
clude new words, idioms, phrasal verbs with transcription, translation and examples in context,
slang expressions on various topics (sports, cosmetology, travel, cooking, appearance, travel,
study, relationships, work, etc.).

Special attention is paid to the analysis of grammatical rules, often confused words and idi-
oms. The material is presented in a convenient format and is supported by memes on certain lex-
ical and grammatical topics for better memorization. The channel is suitable for both beginners
and those who want to improve their knowledge. Subscribers with an advanced level of English
will be able to enrich their vocabulary with idioms and phrasal verbs.

The interface is quite convenient; all grammatical topics are combined in one mes-
sage. Comments are open under each post, where subscribers can use the material in
practice, namely: build their own sentences with new phrases or ask questions to other
subscribers, thus forming a community and helping each other in overcoming problems
that arise.

The next author’s channel is more suitable for subscribers with a high level of fluency in
English. The channel “Henry, kissfig” cannot boast of too many subscribers. There are only 3184
subscribers here [Henry, kissfig, 2024]. It is interesting that its author worked for two years as a
translator for the President of Ukraine and the First Lady. The period of his work covers the years
2020-2022. The person is not only knowledgeable in issues related to the study and teaching of
a foreign language, but also keen on serious topics. Therefore, the resource is not for the mass
consumer.

reHpi, kissiHxup

Channel's geo and

LN
@ language
b

Category

Fig. 3. The main screen of the Telegram channel “Henry, kissfig” [Henry, kissfig, 2024]

According to TGStat, at the time of the analysis, the channel had 3,184 subscribers, 17 peo-
ple have visited it in the last month, and 20 within the week. The resource was created on Sep-
tember 2, 2021, which means it is almost three and a half years old. The citation index is 8.0 (35
mentions of the channel’s content, 52 mentions, and 39 times the posts were shared). The total
number of published posts is 513 [TGStat, 2024d].

The channel of Sylvester Nosenko offers a unique perspective on international politics. The
author shares his experience, analysing current events and the peculiarities of translating politi-
cal texts. The channel can be useful for students majoring in International Relations and Law who
have an advanced level of English, but want to deepen their knowledge of the English language
in a political context.

The next channel is “Engluencer | English”. At the time of the study, it had 22,657 subscrib-
ers [Engluencer | English, 2024].
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Epengluencer |
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Fig. 4. The main screen of the Engluencer Telegram channel [Engluencer | English, 2024]

Statistical information from TGStat prove that 145 people have visited it in the last month,
and 5 within the week. The resource was created on April 25, 2021, which means it is three years
and a few months old. The total number of published posts is 1945 (27 posts were published per
month). The engagement of subscribers is 3.43% (71 reactions, 4 comments, and 53 times the
posts were shared) [TGStat, 2024b].

The channel’s author is Kateryna, a Ukrainian, an English teacher studying in France major-
ing in two specialties. This channel is a real treasure for those who strive to master the English
language perfectly. The author shares her knowledge and experience, offering various sections:
high-level vocabulary, article analysis, and conversation clubs. In addition, Kateryna tells honest-
ly about her personal achievements and difficulties in learning the language, which inspires and
motivates subscribers. The channel is suitable for students with an advanced level of English who
want not only to improve their language skills, but also to broaden their worldview. Subscribers
are impressed by the presence of regular monthly columns on the channel, for example, devoted
to high-level vocabulary, magazines, poetry, and ideas for practising certain material. The author
also provides thematic selections of vocabulary, sites for communicating with foreigners, books
in English, podcasts and videos. The channel provides selections of useful audiobooks, sites for
learning English, articles, English-language TikToks and YouTube channels, and applications for
learning English. Therefore, the channel performs not only an educational, but also to some ex-
tent a reference function.

The author’s presence on the channel is quite significant. Kateryna shares her own impressions
of the films she has watched, the books she has read, cultural and educational events in Ukraine. In
view of this, the subscribers have the opportunity to enrich their knowledge not only in English.

Personal experiences while studying English, which the author talks about during the study,
are extremely valuable. Kateryna shares her experience of overcoming the language barrier,
analyses her own (typical of many respondents who study a foreign language) linguistic prob-
lems, Slavic accent and ways to combat them. The author actively answers users’ questions in
comments and private messages.

The author also organizes conversation clubs for the participants starting with B1 levels,
where students discuss interesting and relevant topics. An interesting method of learning a for-
eign language can be the proposed Reading Challenges. Kateryna selects articles from well-
known magazines, and subscribers discuss the received information in the comments, using new
vocabulary and their own knowledge of a particular topic.

The daily Word of the Day column is actively functioning, where new words or expres-
sions from the Cambridge dictionary are published, and examples of the use of lexemes and es-
tablished word combinations in context are given. The teacher also gives associations to words,
which contributes to easy memorization.

The channel is suitable for students who want to improve their English and significantly en-
hance their proficiency skills, and practise spoken language. Many channels offer speaking tasks,
discussions, and role-playing games.
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Learning a foreign language involves systematic work and a high level of self-organization.
Therefore, it is worth emphasizing that Telegram channels have their drawbacks, including:

— Lack of systematization. Materials from different channels may be diversified and far from
a single methodological system.

— Limited feedback. Depending on the specific resource, interaction with a teacher or na-
tive speaker may be unsystematic, difficult, or simply inconvenient in terms of time.

— Risk of information overload. A large number of channels have a downside. The variety of
materials can distract from the main learning goals.

Conclusions. In order to make the process of learning English using Telegram channels as effec-
tive as possible, practitioners offer several recommendations. The student should create the sched-
ule, where language learning must be systematic, even if they have the opportunity to devote only
10-15 minutes to a foreign language. It has been proven that regular practice significantly speeds up
the process of learning a language. In addition, if the platform offers the opportunity to participate in
discussions, ask questions, or complete tasks, students must not be shy about taking an active part
in the interaction. Communicating with other users, native speakers, and specialists involved in the
channel will help improve understanding of the material and eliminate gaps in knowledge.

If possible, subscribers should use the learned materials in real life. They can discuss it with
friends, write posts and comments in English, read the news, listen to podcasts and watch mov-
ies in English. The more a person immerses himself in the language, the faster they make pro-
gress. It is extremely important to combine the use of materials offered by the channels with tra-
ditional educational materials, such as grammar, vocabulary and phonetics, which are key as-
pects of language learning. We emphasize that students should not limit themselves to chan-
nels of the same type. It is better to combine various formats, for example, exercises, audio, vid-
eo and news, to make language learning interesting and multifaceted. It is also worth conduct-
ing “mini-research”, looking for resources where the same topic is revealed in different ways.

Learning a foreign language will not bring results if it is only a passive process. Active involve-
ment of the language learner is necessary. It is not enough just to listen to the proposed content
and do the exercises. There is always a need to create own materials. These can be, for example,
self-created cards with new words. They are convenient to use for revising vocabulary units.

When performing pronunciation tasks, it will be useful to record yourself on a Dictaphone.
This will allow students to compare their speech with the original voice.

For the written practice, it is worth creating own small texts using new words and expres-
sions. Learners can create their own exercises and share them with other channel participants.

A common problem for many students is the language barrier. The fear of making a mis-
take, lack of knowledge and low confidence often prevent them from starting to speak a new lan-
guage. Telegram channels offer a unique opportunity to overcome this barrier and start practis-
ing spoken language.

Popular types of content for overcoming the language barrier are, for example, au-
dio recordings of dialogues, video lessons, where the teacher explains grammar rules and
new vocabulary, interactive tasks, i.e. exercises for listening comprehension, translation,
and sentence construction. Also, the modern level of technical development makes it possi-
ble to communicate with a chat bot to practice spoken language. Working in groups where
various topics are discussed with other channel users is always extremely fruitful. The main
thing is not to be afraid to make mistakes. They are a natural part of the learning process.

By following the above tips, the language learning process can become more effective. Tel-
egram channels are a great tool for overcoming the language barrier. Regular classes, a variety
of materials, and communication with others contribute to achieving your goals. Telegram chan-
nels allow the subscribers to receive a variety of content, participate in interactive tasks and dis-
cussions, and also support daily language practice. The main thing is to choose the appropriate
channel and approach the learning process with consistency and activity. Combined with other
methods, such as classroom learning, reading books, watching movies, and communicating with
native speakers, Telegram channels can become an important element of the language process.
It is optimal when, in the era of digital technologies, traditional methods of learning foreign lan-
guages are supplemented with innovative approaches. Basing on the results of the research the
new prospects for further development in this field can be discussed.
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Adherence to Ethical Standards

The use of the posts in Telegram channels as a research material is acceptable and complies
with the principles and rules of publication ethics of The Publishing Ethics Resource Kit (PERK)
and does not contradict the principles of academic integrity established by the Committee on
Publication Ethics (COPE). Using data gathered from Telegram channels adhered to ethical re-
search standards, the ethical guidelines for digital research from the British Sociological Associ-
ation, and standards of Social Data Science Lab. Informed consent was obtained from the own-
ers of Telegram channels.
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The article is devoted to analysing the possibility of using Telegram cannels as didactic materials.
Modern technologies can make the language learning process effective and affordable. However, the prob-
lem of selecting the relevant didactic materials is still urgent. Telegram channels can become one of the ef-
ficient ways to learn foreign languages. They create the platform where users can exchange information,
share materials and learn in a convenient and relaxed way.

The purpose of the article is to determine the potential of Telegram channels for creating addition-
al educational materials in English for applicants of non-philological specialties. To do this, the study com-
pares the content of Telegram channels created by non-native English speakers (Ukrainians) who have stud-
ied English as a foreign language and therefore are aware of the difficulties that students may face. We
have considered the positive and negative aspects of such materials, based on practical activities, and give
advice for those who want to learn English or improve their knowledge with the help of Telegram channels.
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The study was conducted based on a comprehensive approach employing the following methods: a
content analysis of scholarly literature to determine the current state of research on the use of Telegram
channels in foreign language learning in both domestic and international contexts; a comparative analysis
to identify trends and best practices in the application of Internet channels for educational purposes; a con-
tent analysis to assess the educational potential of Telegram channels; and the generalisation and system-
atisation of approaches to utilising Telegram channel content in the learning process, particularly for over-
coming language barriers, facilitating authentic communication, and enhancing the effective acquisition of
a foreign language.

The study investigates the didactic potential of 4 Telegram channels: FRIENDS Space, “English Lan-
guage”, “Henry, kissfig”, “Engluencer | English”.

The comparative and descriptive analysis of these Telegram channels and ways to apply them when
teaching English to students of non-philological specialties from levels A2 to C1 highlighted several posi-
tive points. It must be emphasized that whatever form of study a student chooses — full-time, part-time, dis-
tance, or individual, attention to a foreign language should be regular. Only immersion into even artificial,
language environment makes it possible to learn the material. Also, for learning using Telegram channels
to be truly effective, it is necessary to adhere to certain principles and use different methods.

Among the positive aspects inherent in thematic Telegram channels, practitioners highlight the fol-
lowing factors:

— Accessibility. Telegram is available at any time and in any place, which allows you to gain new
knowledge and consolidate existing ones without being tied to a schedule.

— Relevance of content. The information provided by the owners and hosts of channels is often up-
dated. Subscribers are offered new and diverse materials (news, articles, videos etc.), which contributes to
learning a foreign language.

— Variety of formats. Unlike traditional textbooks, Telegram channels provide the most diverse con-
tent in terms of format. These can be text lessons and fragments of them, audio files, video materials, quiz-
zes, surveys, and more. Everything is aimed both at the versatile development of language skills and at
gaining competitive advantages over other resources of a similar direction.

— Interactivity. There are channels that allow visitors to ask questions and receive professional an-
swers from teachers or other participants, which makes learning more interactive.

— Community. Communicating with other channel subscribers, like-minded people who are also learn-
ing a foreign language, helps to overcome feelings of loneliness and receive support and feedback in gen-
eral. This contributes to socialization and the gradual disappearance of fear of communicating in English
or any other language.

— Target audience. Given the existence of a huge number of channels, everyone can find a resource
for their level of language proficiency — from beginner to advanced.

— Gradual immersion in the language environment is extremely important for those who study a for-
eign language outside of countries where English is the main language of communication. Regular con-
sumption of content in a foreign language helps to get used to the sound of the language and start think-
ing in it.

Conclusions. Learning a foreign language using Telegram channels is a convenient and effective way
to improve one’s knowledge. However, to achieve the best results, the participants need to engage system-
atically, use a variety of materials, and actively interact with other channel subscribers.

OodepraHo 29.08.2024.
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